
April 20, 2026
Meeting of the HANASTF
Co-Chairs Representative Darius Kila and Senator Lorraine Inouye



Agenda for Today

• Welcome
– Purpose & Charter
– Task Force Advisors & Experts

• Federal Law Overview
– 49 U.S.C. § 40103
– Hawaii Act 311
– FAA Reauthorization Overview

• Outcomes From 2021 Task Force
• Next Steps

– Proposed Next Steps
– Meeting Calendar
– Tasks for June 15 meeting

• Closing



Welcome
Co-Chairs: 
Senator Lorraine Inouye 
Representative Darius Kila



Introduction of Task Force Members

Position Members

Co-Chairs Sen. Lorraine Inouye
Rep. Darius Kila

State of Hawaii, Dept. of Transportation (HDOT) Traci Lum

State of Hawaii, Office of Planning and Sustainable Development (OPSD) David Kobayashi

Vertical Aviation International Katia Veraza

Tour Operator Program of Safety (TOPS) Eric Hamp

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) To Be Appointed

General Aviation Council of Hawaii (GACH) To Be Appointed

Community Representatives (appointed by the Task Force Co-chairs) To Be Appointed

Administrative team



Purpose & Charter

PURPOSE

• In alignment with the intent of Hawaii Act 
311 of Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH)

• 2022, the purpose of the Hawaii Air Noise 
and Safety Task Force (Task Force) is to 
address community concerns related to 
safety risks and noise disruptions arising 
from air tour operations by helicopters and 
small fixed-wing aircraft.

• While separate from the formal requirements 
of Act 311, the Task Force’s efforts are 
guided by the principles and objectives 
outlined in the Act. 



Advisors & Invited Experts

• Co-Chairs and Task Force Members 
preliminarily approved the following 
technical advisors and invited subject 
matter experts and community 
stakeholders to be invited to the June 15 
meeting. 

• Ample notice is needed to ensure adequate 
advance notice.



Federal Law 
Overview
The Big Picture



49 U.S.C. § 40103

49 U.S.C. § 40103 SOVEREIGNTY AND USE 
OF AIRSPACE

• (a) Sovereignty and Public Right Of Transit

• (b) Use of Airspace



49 U.S.C. § 40103 (a) Sovereignty and Public Right Of Transit

1) The United States Government has 
exclusive sovereignty of airspace of the 
United States.

2) A citizen of the United States has a public 
right of transit through the navigable 
airspace.



49 U.S.C. § 40103 (b) Use of Airspace

1) The Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration shall develop plans and policy for 
the use of the navigable airspace and assign by regulation or order the use of the airspace 
necessary to ensure the safety of aircraft and the efficient use of airspace. The 
Administrator may modify or revoke an assignment when required in the public interest.

2) The Administrator shall prescribe air traffic regulations on the flight of aircraft (including 
regulations on safe altitudes) for —

a) navigating, protecting, and identifying aircraft;
b) protecting individuals and property on the ground;
c) using the navigable airspace efficiently; and
d) preventing collision between aircraft, between aircraft and land or water vehicles, and between 

aircraft and airborne objects.



Hawaii Act 311 
Why are we Following It?

SECTION 3

a) There is established an air noise and safety task force in the office of planning and sustainable 
development for administrative purposes.

b) The task force shall:
1) [Collect and review data on tour aircraft operations submitted to the department of transportation 

pursuant to section 261-] and any other information related to aircraft noise and safety that may be 
available;

2) Collect and review public complaints regarding aircraft noise and safety;
3) Identify key noise and safety issues facing Hawaii relating to aircraft;
4) Make recommendations to address aircraft noise and safety issues to the Federal Aviation  

Administration, National Transportation Safety Board, and other appropriate federal agencies;
5) Make recommendations to address business practices and operators of aircraft falling within state and 

local jurisdiction; and
6) Make recommendations to address aircraft noise and safety issues to aircraft operators.



FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024 
What is the FAA’s role in this effort?

Section 364 Aligns with Hawaii Act 311 

HANASTF Allows FAA to participate as a technical advisor

Rulemaking FAA to consider HANASTF recommendations 
through rulemaking

Actions for 
Considerations

Quieter aircraft, public noise reporting, and air tour 
operational guidance.



Outcomes from 
2021 Task Force
A Possible Framework 
(Administrator)



2021 Task Force Outcomes

Main Topics:

Equipment n/a

Pilot Training n/a

Routes Flight paths

Number of flights

Hours of operations

Flight holidays

Communications Complaints

Reporting

Key Questions Discussed:

• What actions can be taken to increase 
safety and reduce noise?

• What are other jurisdictions (states scan) 
doing regarding the topic?

• What organizations or experts have 
information on the topic?

• What agency or body of government has the 
authority to address this topic?



HANASTF
Next Steps
Schedule



HANASTF Proposed Meeting Topics

FAA ARC States Scan Legal Presentation

The Task Force has 
requested a 
presentation on classes 
of airspace from the 
FAA. This is targeted for 
the June 15 meeting.

The Task Force could 
also request a 
presentation from the 
Aviation Rulemaking 
Committee.

The Task Force can 
request or prepare a 
comparison of other 
jurisdictions’ 
regulations.

A briefing can be 
requested by the Co-
Chairs from the Attorney 
General on areas of 
state versus federal 
jurisdiction



2026 Meetings and Format

Public Meetings:

APRIL
20

JUNE
15

AUGUST
17

OCTOBER
19

DECEMBER
14

State Capitol
In person / Hybrid Virtual Virtual Tentative

Skip / Reserved
State Capitol

In person / Hybrid



Tasks for June 15 Meeting

• Seating of community members to Task 
Force

• Invitations to Task Force Advisors and 
Invited Experts

• Public meeting announcement via 
website, news media, and other 
communications to promote 
engagement

• Presentations by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) and/or Air Traffic 
Control

• Update Task Force website



Closing

Co-Chairs:

Senator Inouye 

Representative Kila

https://hanastf.com/ 

https://hanastf.com/


MAHALO
Contact HANASTF:
Administrator Melissa Pavlicek
mpavlicek@hawaiipublicpolicy.com
808-447-1840
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